@& The European Marketplace
«iod fOr Sustainable Seafood

choices

ALLIANCE

Enjoying seafood used to be a simple pleasure. Most of us who appreciate the bounty of the ocean can name a favourite
recipe or a preferred species. Not surprisingly, one of the greatest connections we have with the ocean is through the
seafood on our plate. Yet this once-simple source of enjoyment has become increasingly complicated. In 1960 scientists
predicted that the ocean could yield upwards of 300 million tonnes of seafood every year, providing protein to nearly half of
the world’s population that depends on fish as an essential part of their diet, and income to millions.

Less than half a century later, wild seafood production has peaked at around 90 million tonnes. The U.N. Environmental
Programme (UNEP) has warned that fish populations will collapse by 2050 unless drastic measures are taken. This
confirms what marine scientists reported in 2006, saying that ‘business as usual’ will see the collapse of nearly all
commercial fisheries by 2048.

The good news is that the seafood industry is not sitting idly by while stocks collapse. Forward-thinking companies are
partnering with other businesses and stakeholder groups to address an increasingly prevalent topic: the business of
sustainability. Sourcing seafood in 2007 and beyond involves not just quantity, but ethical responsibility. The Seafood
Choices Alliance, as the global trade association for sustainable seafood, is helping stakeholders across the seafood
supply chain advance their environmental and economic goals.

The European Market for Sustainable Seafood

The Alliance conducted public opinion polling in the UK, Germany and
Spain, asking seafood professionals and consumers their thoughts on
the state of the ocean and sustainable seafood. Overwhelmingly,
respondents are 1) concerned about the health of the ocean, and 2)
want more information on sourcing and purchasing sustainable
seafood. Pared with a snapshot look at the European seafood
marketplace, data that includes wild seafood landings, aquaculture
production, seafood consumption and import/export figures, an opportunity is revealed: environmentally friendly seafood
has the potential to be good for business and good for the health of the ocean. The purpose of this report is to inform those
who would like to know more about the European seafood marketplace, and to act as an educational tool for those in the
stakeholder chain already working to advance sustainability across this industry. In addition, the Alliance has published an
in-depth report on the UK seafood marketplace, and a report on the French marketplace will follow.

"No one person created the situation we are in
and no one person or one particular school of
thought is going to get us out."

Harry Frisch

Founder, Beaver Street Fisheries

Capitalising on Consumption

The Alliance’s industry data shows seafood consumption in Europe
has been steadily rising for the past forty years, up from 18.8kg per
capita in the 1960’s, compared to well over 26kg per capita in 2003.
With this rise in consumption comes added responsibility, as
consumers have become increasingly aware of the challenges related
to fishing. In the UK, Germany and Spain, Alliance research shows
that 40% of consumers would pay more for seafood labelled as
‘environmentally-responsible.’

“There must be some reason to explain why we
have no access to that kind of information [about
seafood sustainability], since we can have it about
apples, shoes, etc; it is available on everything
except fish.”

Consumer, Spain

At Sea and On Land

While consumption has been on the increase, Europe’s wild fisheries landings have been going down (by 10% since
1990). This is in spite of the ability to fish deeper, faster and longer than ever before. Quite simply, the ocean’s fish have
been unable to keep up with demand.

With wild landings going down and 75% of all fisheries classed as fully or over-exploited, the challenge will fall to
aquaculture to help meet the global demand for fish protein. Europe is the third largest producer of aquacultured
products, after China and India. While growth in this industry is encouraged and indeed necessary to meet the global
demand for protein, there are concerns over the long-term sustainability of the fish-farming industry.



Industry Leaders

Rather than waiting for governments to act, forward-thinking companies and
organisations are making significant changes to the way seafood is procured. Recently,
retailers from Germany, UK, France and Switzerland including Metro, Migro, Coop,
Carrefour, Sainsbury’s and ASDA, among others, made commitments to overhaul or
improve their seafood sourcing practices. The number of fisheries certified by the
Marine Stewardship Council, an eco-labelling scheme for ocean-friendly seafood, continues to increase (at the time of
writing 22 fisheries have met the MSC standard). Research by the Seafood Choices Alliance shows that if the industry is
to continue forward on the sustainability path, more information is needed to source seafood responsibly.

"I am worried about the
ocean because there are less
and less fish."

Retailer, Germany

European Trade

“Everyone knows the problem with cod

Europe is the largest importer of seafood in the world, responsible for 38% of the

as it stands. And fish is being air crated
in from all round the world to
compensate for the cod shortages.”
Consumer, UK

global trade. Imports have nearly doubled by volume in the past twenty years. This
is partly due to the rise in consumption, as well as the shortage in domestic
products, requiring Europeans to import more seafood than ever before. Trade in
Europe is somewhat concentrated; Spain, the UK, France, Italy and Denmark

generated 68% of all European imports.

More is Needed

The Alliance’s public opinion polling was the first of its kind conducted in Europe. Consumers and seafood professionals
(including buyers, chefs and restauranteurs) were asked their thoughts on the conditions of the ocean and the role
sustainable seafood can play. As catches decline and aquaculture increases, the issue of sustainability is growing in
importance for the consumer. 95% of consumers polled in the UK, Germany and Spain say they want more information
about how to make sustainable seafood choices and 40% are willing to pay up to 5-10% more for sustainable seafood.
86% say they would be more likely to buy seafood labelled as environmentally responsible.

The professional poll reveals that 88% are very concerned about the state of the
ocean, with over 56% saying their business depends on a bountiful supply of
seafood. The majority of seafood professionals equate environmentally
responsible fishing with a higher quality product. Many professionals have
shifted their procurement towards responsible sourcing, showing that the
‘business as usual’ mentality is becoming obsolete.

"We are not well enough informed;
we have very little information to give
to our customers."

Restauranteur, UK

Moving Forward

To ensure the future of their business, the industry must be able to meet current and future demand for seafood in a way that
ensures the viability of species and the conservation of the oceans and other waters on which they depend. Now more than
ever, those in the seafood supply chain -from the ocean to the plate - need more information and tools to continue moving
forward on a responsible, profitable path.

Seafood Choices Alliance, with members in more than 50 countries, unites and amplifies the leading voices in and around
the seafood industry who share a commitment to sustainability. By mobilising and connecting those voices in the seafood
industry with other stakeholders in support of a sustainable supply of seafood, there is a future where a healthy and
bountiful ocean is a reality.

Full report available at/Rapport complet disponible sur : www.seafoodchoices.org
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