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Marine Conservation Society

The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) is
the UK charity dedicated to caring for our

seas, shores and wildlife.
MCS campaigns for clean seas and beaches,

sustainable fisheries, protection of marine
life and habitats, and the sensitive use of

our marine resources for future
generations.



EU Organic Aquaculture Overview

! Certified organic aquaculture products in
Europe since the mid to late 1990Õs

! A number of countries have developed their
own standards, including: UK, France, Spain,
Germany, Turkey, Hungary, Sweden,
Switzerland, Austria,  & Italy

! A range of products are certified including:
salmon, trout, sea trout, cod, bass, bream,
sturgeon, charr, shrimp, mussels and oysters.



Current EU organic legislation

¥ Current EU legislation does not include
aquaculture.

¥ EU2092/91 states:
“ Pending the inclusion of detailed production rules,

national
rules or in the absence thereof private standards
accepted or recognised
by the Member States shall apply”

¥ In the UK organic certifiers develop organic
aquaculture standards and which are then
submitted to Defra for acceptance. Carried
out the Advisory Committee on Organic
Standards.



EU Organic Legislation Development

! New regulation (EU838/2007) will include
aquaculture.

! Applicable from January 2009
! Establishes a framework of organic

production rules.
! A series of implementing rules will provide

more detail.
! Certifiers will be able to develop/hold

standards that are higher that this regulation
but not less comprehensive.



Future of organic aquaculture?

! In 2006 organic production within the UK was
in the region of:
" 4,900 tonnes Salmon
" 480 tonnes Trout
" 500 tonnes Cod

! Recent years overall organic market growth has
been 25% per year

! Worth £1.2 billion a year in the UK alone


